Alfonso  E.  Lenhardt 

Alfonso  E.  Lenhardt  was 
elected  and  sworn  in  as  the 
36th  Sergeant  at  Arms  of 
the  Senate  on  September  4, 
2001. 

Before  his  appointment  as  the 
Sergeant  at  Arms  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  Senate,  Lenhardt 
served  as  the  Executive  Vice 
President  and  Chief  Operating  Officer  of  the  Council  on 
Foundations.  Lenhardt  retired  from  the  U.S.  Army  as  a 
Major  General  with  more  than  31  years  of  service  in 
leadership  and  management  positions.  His  last  position 
with  the  Army  was  Commanding  General,  U.S.  Army 
Recruiting  Command,  at  Ft.  Knox  Kentucky,  where  he 
managed  and  directed  an  organization  of  more  than 

13.000  people  located  in  over  1,800  separate  locations. 
He  has  also  managed  a major  Army  installation  consist- 
ing of  130,000  acres  of  training  areas,  administrative 
and  logistical  facilities,  and  support  operations  for  over 

23.000  civilian  employees,  military  retirees,  soldiers  and 
family  members.  He  also  served  as  the  senior  military 
police  officer  for  all  police  operations  and  security  mat- 
ters throughout  the  Army’s  worldwide  sphere  of  influ- 
ence. Lenhardt  holds  a Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
Criminal  Justice  from  the  University  of  Nebraska,  a Mas- 
ter of  Arts  degree  in  Public  Administration  from  Central 
Michigan  University  and  a Master  of  Science  degree  in 
the  Administration  of  Justice  from  Wichita  State  Univer- 
sity. He  also  completed  post-graduate  studies  at  the 
Kennedy  School  of  Government,  Harvard  University  and 
the  University  of  Michigan  Executive  Business  School. 
Lenhardt  has  been  active  in  public  service  and  served  as 
a member  of  the  executive  council  for  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  (Atlanta,  Georgia  and  Choccolocco  County, 
Alabama),  the  American  Red  Cross  (Atlanta,  Georgia), 
the  Kentucky  State  Governor’s  Military  Affairs  Commit- 
tee, the  Metropolitan  Police  Boys  and  Girls  Clubs  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  Better 
Business  Bureau  Wise  Giving  Alliance,  and  the  Advisory 
Committee  for  the  National  Office  on  Philanthropy  and 
the  Black  Church  Project. 

Born  in  New  York  City,  Lenhardt  has  been  married  to 
Jacqueline  (Jackie)  Lenhardt  since  1965.  They  have 
three  daughters,  Robin  Lenhardt,  Esq.,  Tracey  Lenhardt 
Duckett,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  Kimberly  Lenhardt,  M.D.  They 
have  one  grandson,  Oily  Christopher  Duckett  III  and 
one  son-in-law,  Dr.  Oily  Christopher  Duckett  II,  M.D. 
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The  Sergeant  at  Arms  and  Doorkeeper,  elected  by 
the  members,  serves  as  the  protocol  and  chief  law 
enforcement  officer  and  is  the  principal  adminis- 
trative manager  for  most  support  services  in  the 
United  States  Senate. 

When  the  first  Congress  convened  in  1789,  the 
Office  of  Doorkeeper  was  established  to  address 
the  single  most  pressing  problem  confronting  the 
Senate  at  its  birth — its  inability  to  keep  a majority 
of  members  in  the  Capitol  long  enough  to  orga- 
nize and  begin  the  business  of  government. 

A doorkeeper  was  also  necessary  to  control  access 
to  the  Senate  sessions,  which  were  private  for  the 
first  six  years.  Later,  when  the  sessions  were  open 
to  the  public,  the  doorkeeper  was  responsible  for 
maintaining  order  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  and 
in  the  galleries.  The  title  of  Sergeant  at  Arms  was 
added  in  1798  to  reflect  the  expanded  administra- 
tive duties  of  the  position. 

The  protocol  responsibilities  include  escorting  the 
President  and  other  heads  of  state  or  official  guests 
of  the  Senate  who  are  attending  official  functions 
in  the  Capitol;  making  arrangements  for  funerals 
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of  senators  who  die  in  office;  assisting  in  plans  for 
the  inauguration  of  the  President  and  assisting  in 
the  orientation  of  newly  elected  senators.  The 
Sergeant  at  Arms  leads  the  senators  from  the 
Senate  to  the  House  chamber  for  joint  sessions  of 
Congress,  to  the  presidential  inaugural  platform, 
or  wherever  the  Senate  may  go  as  a body.  As 
executive  officer,  the  Sergeant  at  Arms  has  custody 
of  the  Senate  gavel. 

As  chief  law 
enforcement 
officer  of  the 
Senate,  the 
Sergeant  at 
Arms  is 
charged  with 
maintaining 
security  in  the 
Capitol  and 
all  Senate 
buildings,  as 
well  as  pro- 
tection of  the 
members 
themselves. 
The  Sergeant 
at  Arms 

serves  as  the  executive  officer  of  the  Senate  for 
enforcement  of  all  rules  of  the  Committee  on 
Rules  and  Administration  regulating  the  Senate 
Wing  of  the  Capitol  and  the  Senate  Office  Build- 
ings and  has  responsibility  for  and  immediate 
supervision  of  the  Senate  floor,  chamber  and 
galleries.  The  Sergeant  at  Arms  is  authorized  to 
arrest  and  detain  any  person  violating  Senate 
rules,  including  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Sergeant  at  Arms  is  the  largest  in  size  of  staff 
and  budget  in  the  Senate.  It  is  responsible  for  all 
Senate  computers  and  technology  support  services, 
recording  and  photographic  services,  printing  and 
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Senate  gavel 


2 


graphics  services,  and  telecommunications  services. 
The  Sergeant  at  Arms  also  provides  assistance  to  all 
Senate  offices  with  their  staffing,  mailing,  purchas- 
ing and  financial  needs.  The  Sergeant  at  Arms 
offices  responsible  for  providing  these  and  other 
services  include  Capitol  Facilities,  IT  Support 
Services,  Office  Support  Services,  Technology 
Development,  Central  Operations,  Senate  Post 
Office,  Financial  Management,  Human  Resources, 
and  Program  Management /Systems  Architecture. 
The  Sergeant  at  Arms  also  shares  responsibility  for 
the  U.S.  Capitol  Police,  the  Capitol  Guide  Service, 
the  Senate  Page  Program,  the  Senate  Office  of  Edu- 
cation and  Training  and  the  Capitol  Switchboard. 

Historical  Background 

On  April  7,  1789,  one  day  after  the  United  States 
Senate  established  its  first  quorum,  senators  elect- 
ed a “Door-Keeper,”  a post  that  held  particular 
significance  during  the  Senate’s  first  six  years 
when  it  conducted  all  of  its  business  behind  closed 
doors.  The  first  doorkeeper,  James  Mathers,  made 
sure  that  the  Senate  debates  went  undisturbed. 
Mathers,  a former  doorkeeper  for  the  Continental 
Congress,  was  also  required  to  purchase  firewood 
to  heat  the  chamber,  and  to  maintain  the  chamber 
and  committee  rooms  after  the  Senate  adjourned. 
Two  hundred  years  later  these  policing  and 
administrative  duties  remain  responsibilities  of  the 
Senate  Sergeant  at  Arms. 

A change  in  title  occurred  in  1798  when  the  Sen- 
ate gave  its  doorkeeper  the  designation  “Sergeant- 
at-Arms,”  the  same  appellation  used  by  the 
British  Parliament  and  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives.  The  retitling  took  place  during 
impeachment  proceedings  against  Senator 
William  Blount  and  Sergeant  at  Arms  James 
Mathers  journeyed  to  Tennessee,  authorized  to 
compel  Blount’s  return.  Shortly  afterwards,  the 
Senate  also  gave  the  Sergeant  at  Arms  authority 
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to  “summon  and  command  the  absent  members” 
to  appear  in  the  chamber  to  establish  a quorum, 
although  this  language  was  later  modified  to 
“request  the  attendance  of  absent  members.”  On 
various  occasions,  usually  connected  with  efforts 
to  end  filibusters,  the  Senate  has  voted  to  have 
the  Sergeant  at  Arms  “arrest”  absent  members 
and  bring  them  to  the  chamber.  It  was  the  Senate 
Sergeant  at  Arms  who  presented  President 
Andrew  Johnson  in  1868  with  notification  of  his 
impeachment  trial  in  the  Senate  chamber.  (In 
1999,  Sergeant  at  Arms  James  W.  Ziglar  traveled 
to  the  White  House  to  perform  this  duty  for  only 
the  second  time  in  the  nation’s  history.) 

With  the  expansion  of  the  Capitol  Building  and 
grounds  came  a similar  expansion  of  the  office  of 
the  Senate  Sergeant  at  Arms.  Since  1867,  the 
Sergeant  at  Arms  has  been  empowered  to  make 
regulations  to  preserve  and  protect  the  Capitol  and 
Senate  Office  Buildings,  and  to  police  the  grounds. 
In  the  nineteenth  century  the  Sergeant  at  Arms  was 
the  Senate’s  wagon  master  and  keeper  of  the  Senate 
stables.  When  in  1913  the  Senate  purchased  its 
first  automobile,  for  the  use  of  the  vice  president, 
the  Sergeant  at  Arms  assumed  responsibility  over 
automobile  leasing  and  maintenance,  as  well  as 
traffic  control  and  parking  around  the  Capitol. 

Having  charge  of  the  doorkeepers,  the  Sergeant 
at  Arms  also  inherited  responsibilities  for  the 
Senate  Press  Gallery.  In  1897,  James  D.  Preston 
was  assigned  as  a doorkeeper  in  the  Senate  Press 
Gallery.  He  expanded  the  post  by  collecting  leg- 
islative bills  and  other  information  for  reporters 
and  facilitating  interviews  with  senators,  eventu- 
ally assuming  the  title  of  Superintendent  of  the 
Press  Gallery.  In  the  1930s  and  1940s,  as  new 
galleries  were  created  for  radio  and  television, 
periodical  press,  and  press  photographers,  they 
were  also  headed  by  superintendents.  Although 
authority  for  the  operations  of  the  press  galleries 
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lies  with  the  Senate  Committee  on  Rules  and 
Administration  and  the  Standing  Committee  of 
Correspondents,  the  galleries  remain  employees 
of  the  Sergeant  at  Arms. 

In  1829,  at  the  intercession  of  Senator  Daniel 
Webster,  the  Senate  appointed  nine-year-old 
Grafton  Hanson  as  its  first  Page.  From  the  begin- 
ning Pages  have  been  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Sergeant  at  Arms. 

The  development  of  new  technology  steadily 
enlarged  the  duties  of  the  Sergeant  at  Arms,  who 
had  charge  of  typewriters,  mimeographs,  addres- 
sographs,  dictaphones,  and  eventually  all  Senate 
information  technology  including  its  more  than 
9,000  computers.  The  Sergeant  at  Arms  supervises 
and  arranges  for  the  rental  of  homestate  offices 
for  all  senators. 

The  Senate  has  elected  Sergeants  at  Arms  with 
distinguished  and  diverse  backgrounds.  The  first 
Sergeant  at  Arms,  James  Mathers,  had  been  a vet- 
eran of  the  American  Revolution.  Daniel  Rans- 
dell,  who  fought  in  the  Civil  War,  held  the  office 
from  1900  to  1912 — at  a time  when  many  of  the 
Senate’s  doorkeepers  and  other  employees  were 
former  Union  army  soldiers.  Newspaper  corre- 
spondent David  S.  Barry  served  as  Sergeant  at 
Arms  from  1919  until  1933,  until  dismissed  for 
writing  a magazine  article  critical  of  the  Senate — 
an  article  that  was  published  prematurely  before 
his  planned  retirement.  Former  Senator  Wall 
Doxey  of  Mississippi  served  as  Sergeant  at  Arms 
from  1943  to  1947. 

Recent  Sergeants  at  Arms  have  included  Frank 
“Nordy”  Hoffmann,  a former  Notre  Dame  foot- 
ball player  under  the  legendary  coach  Knute 
Rockne;  Howard  Liebengood  was  a former  staff 
member  of  the  Senate  Watergate  Committee. 
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George  T.  Brown,  Sergeant  at  Arms  of  the  Senate,  serving 
the  summons  on  President  Johnson,  March  28,  1868 


Ernest  Garcia  was  the  first  Hispanic-American  to 
serve  as  Sergeant  at  Arms.  Henry  Giugni  was  the 
first  Polynesian-American  to  hold  the  post.  In 
January  1991,  Martha  Pope  became  the  first 
woman  elected  Sergeant  at  Arms.  Howard  O. 
Greene,  Jr.  of  Lewes,  Delaware,  had  previously 
served  as  both  Secretary  for  the  Majority  and 
Minority.  In  September  1996,  Gregory  S.  Casey 
became  the  first  Idahoan  elected  Sergeant  at 
Arms.  James  W.  Ziglar,  an  investment  banker  and 
lawyer,  was  elected  the  35th  Sergeant  at  Arms  in 
October  1998.  He  has  prior  experience  in  three 
branches  of  the  federal  government  as  a law  clerk 
to  a Supreme  Court  Justice,  an  aide  to  a U.S.  Sen- 
ator, a legislative  aide  at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Justice  and,  most  recently,  as  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  for  Water  and  Science. 
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Offices  and 
Functions  Under 
the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  Sergeant  at 
Arms 


The  Sergeant  at  Arms  enforces  all  rules  concern- 
ing the  operation  of  the  Senate  chamber,  and 
supervises  the  Senate  floor  and  galleries.  Acting 
on  behalf  of  the  Sergeant  at  Arms,  the  Doorkeep- 
ers limit  access  to  the  chamber  to  only  those 
with  floor  privileges  under  the  Senate  rules,  and 
maintain  order  on  the  floor,  the  lobby  and 
adjoining  rooms.  The  Doorkeepers  also  regulate 
attendance  in  the  galleries,  rotating  visitors 
through  the  public  gallery,  keeping  the  aisles  free 
of  obstruction,  furnishing  passes  for  the  Diplo- 
matic Gallery  and  for  foreign  visitors,  and  super- 
vising the  Family  Gallery  for  senators’  families 
and  special  guests. 

The  Sergeant  at  Arms  also  supervises  the  Pages, 
high  school  juniors  who  run  messages  in  and 
around  the  Senate  chamber  and  assist  in  the 
cloakrooms. 

To  assist  visitors  to  the  Capitol,  the  Appointment 
Desk  directs  individuals  to  their  destinations.  The 
Capitol  Guide  Service  offers  guided  tours  of  the 
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public  areas  and  assists  staff  and  visitors  with 
disabilities  by  conducting  special  tours  and  pro- 
viding wheelchairs,  brochures  and  maps  in 
braille,  sign  language  interpreters  and  telecom- 
munications devices  for  the  deaf. 

The  Capitol  Facilities  Division  undertakes  such 
diverse  functions  as  custodial  service,  housekeep- 
ing and  cabinet-making,  as  well  as  repairs  of 
Senate  furnishings  and  equipment,  including 
carpets,  draperies,  Venetian  blinds,  locks,  metal 
cabinets,  refrigerators,  telephones,  and  typewrit- 
ers. The  office  also  provides  maintenance  and 
moving  of  all  Senate  furniture  in  the  Senate  wing 
of  the  Capitol. 

Office  Support  Services  provides  a central  point 
of  contact  for  all  Senate  offices  to  ensure  their 
needs  are  met  in  a timely,  cost-effective  manner. 
Office  Support  Services  also  oversees  the  order- 
ing process  for  information  technology  equip- 
ment purchases  by  Senate  staff.  Additionally, 
Office  Support  Services  is  responsible  for  the 
State  Office  Liaison  which  assists  U.S.  Senators 
in  the  negotiation  and  approval  of  lease  assign- 
ments for  state  office  space,  as  well  as  meeting 
their  equipment  needs. 

The  Media  Galleries  assist  journalists  by  provid- 
ing working  space,  listing  notices  of  coming 
events,  and  facilitating  press  conferences. 

The  Central  Operations  Department  operates 
photocopy  centers,  provides  document  archival 
services,  graphics  and  reprographics,  letter  print- 
ing and  franked  mail  processing  services.  Central 
Operations  assists  Senate  offices  in  the  produc- 
tion, of  newsletter  and  other  mailings  and 
administers  staff  parking,  identification  badges 
and  automobile  fleet  maintenance.  This  depart- 
ment also  oversees  Senate  Hair  Care  Services. 


The  Senate’s  first  Post  Office  operated  out  of  the 
Sergeant  at  Arms’  own  office.  In  1854  the  Senate 
created  the  position  of  Senate  postmaster,  under 
the  Sergeant  at  Arms’  jurisdiction.  The  modern 
post  office  handles  vast  quantities  of  mail  and 
x-rays  all  incoming  letters  and  packages  for  secu- 
rity purposes. 

The  Recording  and  Photographic  Studios  operate 
the  television  cameras  that  record  daily  sessions  of 
the  Senate  and  also  provide  audio,  visual,  and  still 
photographic  services  for  all  senators. 

IT  Support  Services  provides  a wide  variety  of 
services  to  the  Senate  offices.  IT  Support  Services 
provides  support  personnel,  office  automation 
systems,  correspondence  management  systems, 
general  office  equipment,  and  telephone  services 
and  support.  In  addition,  it  establishes  standards 
for  and  delivery  of  all  Senate  computer  technol- 
ogy and  hardware. 

Technology  Development  Services  provides  high 
quality  and  innovative  information  technology 
and  telecommunications  services  designed,  devel- 
oped, and  implemented  by  competent  and  pro- 
fessional staff  to  meet  the  current  and  future  Sen- 
ate requirements  for  the  benefit  of  the  Members, 
Committees,  Leadership,  and  support  offices  of 
the  U.S.  Senate. 

Financial  Management  is  responsible  for  all  finan- 
cial matters  relating  to  the  operations  of  the  Office 
of  the  Sergeant  at  Arms. 

The  Department  of  Human  Resources  manages 
all  Senate  Workers’  Compensation  claims,  the 
Employee  Assistance  Program,  and  the  Senate 
Placement  Office. 

The  Joint  Office  of  Education  and  Training  pro- 
vides all  Senate  staff  with  educational  opportuni- 
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ties  and  information  to  assist  them  in  enhancing 
current  skills,  contributing  to  their  professional 
and  personal  development  and  providing  specific 
Senate-based  information. 

Program  Management/ Systems  Architecture  is 
responsible  for  establishing  polices  and  proce- 
dures for  managing  the  projects  and  programs 
within  the  Office  of  the  Sergeant  at  Arms.  Addi- 
tionally, Program  Management/Systems  Archi- 
tecture defines  and  establishes  the  technical 
vision,  strategy,  and  system  architecture  for  the 
Senate’s  information  systems,  and  reviews  techni- 
cal requirements  of  new  services  and  projects  to 
ensure  that  they  adhere  to  the  system  architec- 
ture and  established  Senate  standards  for  infor- 
mation technology. 
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Sergeants  at  Arms  of  the  Senate 


Name 


Dates  of  Service 


1.  James  Mathers1 

2.  Mountjoy  Bayly 

3.  John  Shackford2 

4.  Stephen  Haight 

5.  Edward  Dyer 

6.  Robert  Beale 

7.  Dunning  R.  McNair2 

8.  George  T.  Brown 

9.  John  R.  French 

10.  Richard  J.  Bright 

11.  William  R Canady 

12.  Edward  K.  Valentine 

13.  Richard  J.  Bright 

14.  Daniel  M.  Ransdell3 

15.  E.  Livingstone  Cornelius 

16.  Charles  P.  Higgins 

17.  David  S.  Barry 

18.  Chesley  W.  Jurney 

19.  Wall  Doxey 

20.  Edward  F.  McGinnis 

21.  Joseph  C.  Duke 

22.  Forest  A.  Harness 

23.  Joseph  C.  Duke4 

24.  Robert  G.  Dunphy 

25.  William  H.  Wannall 

26.  Frank  “Nordy”  Hoffmann 

27.  Howard  S.  Liebengood 

28.  Larry  E.  Smith 

29.  Ernest  E.  Garcia 

30.  Henry  K.  Giugni 

31.  Martha  S.  Pope 

32.  Robert  Laurent  Benoit 

33.  Howard  O.  Green,  Jr. 

34.  Gregory  S.  Casey 

35.  James  W.  Ziglar 

36.  Alfonso  E.  Lenhardt 


April  7,  1789— September  2,  1811 
November,  1811 — December  9,  1833 
December  9,  1833 — Death  in  1837 
September,  4,  1837 — June  7,  1841 
June  7,  1841— December  9,  1845 
December  9,  1845 — March  17,  1853 
March  17,  1853 — Death  in  1861 
July  6,  1861— March  22,  1869 
March  22,  1869— March  24,  1879 
March  24,  1879— December  18,  1883 
December  18,  1883— June  30,  1890 
June  30,  1890— August  7,  1893 
August  8,  1893— February  1,  1990 
February  1,  1900— August  26,  1912 
December  10,  1912 — March  3,  1913 
March  13,  1913— March  3,  1919 
May  19,  1919— February  7,  1933 
March,  9,  1933 — January  31,  1943 
February  1,  1943 — January  3,  1947 
January  3,  1947 — January  2,  1949 
January  3,  1949 — January  2,  1953 
January  3,  1953 — January  4,  1955 
January  5,  1955 — December  30,  1965 
January  14,  1966 — June  30,  1972 
July  1,  1972— December  17,  1975 
December  18,  1975 — January  4,  1981 
January  5,  1981 — September  12,  1983 
September  13,  1983 — June  2,  1985 
June  3,  1985— January  5,  1987 
January  6,  1987 — December  31,  1990 
January  3,  1991— April  14,  1994 
April  15,  1994— January  3,  1995 
January  4,  1995 — September  5,  1996 
September  6,  1996 — November  8,  1998 
November  9,  1998 — August  2,  2001 
September  4,  2001 — 


1 Died  in  office. 

^ Died  in  office — exact  date  of  death  unclear. 

^ Died  in  office — date  of  death  presumed  to  be  August  26,  1912. 

^ Duke  is  the  only  person  to  be  elected  Sergeant  at  Arms  for  two 
nonconsecutive  terms. 
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Prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Senate  Sergeant  at  Arms 
by  Office  Support  Services 
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